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B 0 R 0 U G H OF  BECCLSS 


AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
miCAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  196^ 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Coimcillors  of  the  Beccles  Borough 

Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1965. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  showed  an  increase  of 
120  persons  on  the  previous  year’s  figure.  Births  fell  to 
107  and  deaths  remained  at  ^0  for  the  year  as  compared  with 
the  totals  for  1964  which  were  126  and  ^0  respectively.  There 
was  a natural  increase  of  population  of  17  persons. 

~iy!o  of  all  deaths  were  due  to  causes  associated  with  ageing. 

It  is  of  interest  that  in  the  196I  Census  in  Beccles, 

1,528  persons,  or  2.0, of  the  popula.tion  were  aged  60  or  over, 

01  these,  619  were  males  and  909  females.  The  care  of  the  aged 
is  a subject  demanding  increasing  attention.  In  Beccles,  great 
credit  must  be  given  to  the  efficiently  run  Meals  on  'Wheels 
service  and  to  the  voluntary  workers  who  make  this  schome  possible. 

This  service  is  undoubtedly  of  the  greatest  benefit  in 
keeping  the  aged  and  infirm  independent.  During  the  year  5I 
old  people  were  cared  for  and  a total  of  3,l60  meals  distributed, 

A point  deserving  attention  however,  is  the  practice  of  some  old 
folk  in  setting  aside  a portion  of  their  meal  for  consumption  on 
the  following  da^^  The  practice  of  rohe?.ting  food,  particularly 
when  weather  is  w/arm  and  storage  inadequCote  can  be  dangerous  to 
old  people  through  the  growth  of  contaminating  organisms. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  there  is  a need  in  some  oases  for  a 
more  frequent  delivery  of  meals  than  the  present  practice  of  two 
meals  a week. 

Measles  accounted' for  15O  of  the  total  of  153  infectious 
disease  cases  notified.  ’ An  outbreak  of  the  disease  occurred  in 
the  last  qucfirter  of  19b5, 

Cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  register  remain  at  3I  compared 
with  39  on  the  register  10  years  ago,  indicating  the  decline 
which  continues  throughout  the  area. 

The  vital  statistics  recorded  ?jore  uniformly  sautisfactory. 


June,  1966, 


C.G.M.  FRAMLIM 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) , 2,017 

Registrar-General  estimate  of  population  (Mid-1965)  , , 7>640 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ..  ..  . 2,820 

Rateable  Value  (at  3. 12. 65) £251,415 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (to  December,  1965)  £1,014 

(estimated) 


y 

Beccles 
^ M.B. 

England 
& Wales 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  

Rate  per  1,000  population 

o 

o 

O t — 1 
1 — 1 

18.0  c 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births  

12*  79 

— 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Number  

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  , 

310 

15.7  c 

TOTAL  LIVE  AI^  STILL  BIRTHS  

111 

— 

INFANT  DEATi^  (deaths  under  1 vear)  

1 

— 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 
Total  ini' ant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live 
births  

, 9.3 

10.11 

Nil 

19.0  d 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegi- 
timate live  births  

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  4 ^ 

v/eelcs  per  1,000  live  births)  

9.3 

9L 

EARLY  1^0-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under 
1 week  per  l,o0o  live  births)  

. 

Nil 

PERINATAL  MORTiALITY  RATE  (still  births  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births)  

36 

26.9 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  

r ' ' 

Nil 

Nil 

* 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . 

1 I 

— not  applicable 
3€  not  yet  available 
c based  on  estimated  births 
d adjusted  figure 
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1 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male 

Female 

1 

TOTAL  ! 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total  

67 

40 

107 

Legitimate  

58 

38 

96 

Illegitimate  

9 

2 

11 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total  

2 

2 

4 

Legitimate  

1 

O 

3 

Illegitimate  

1 

- 

1 

DEATHS  OF  IlLFAIITS  UlIDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

Total  

■— 

1 

1 

Legitimate  

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  

— 

DEATHS  OF  IllFAHTS  UlOER  A TffiEKS  OF  AGS 

Tot  al  . 

- 

1 

1 

Legitimate  

i - 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

* 

DEATHS  OF  HIE  AM'S  UNDER  1 LEEK  OF  AGE 

Total  

1 

— 

— 

Legit  ima.te  

i ”* 

— 

> 

Illegitimate  

- 

1 

— 

! 

DEATHS  - ALL  AGES 

u 

49 

[ 

90 

RATES 

1 

! Beooles 
I H,B. 

England 
& Wales 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

1 i5,12 

— . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population  ..  j 11^78 

11.5 

Adjusted  Death  Rate 

! 10.13 

Comparability  Factor  (Births)  1^08 
Comparability  Factor  (Deaths)  0,86 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 


Congenital  Malformations  - One  female 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

3.  Syphilitic  disease  

4.  Diphtheria  • 

5*  Ihooping  Cough  , 

-.6.  Meningococcal  infections  

7.  Acute  poliorxiyelitis  

8.  Measles  

9.  Other  infective  & parasitic  disease 


! 


Male 


1 

1 


j Female 


i 

I 


< 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 
20* 
21* 
22, 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 
31* 

32. 

33. 

34. - 

35. 

36. 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  * . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasm 
Leuka.emia,  aleukaemia  


1 

3- 

5' 


Diabetes  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ; 

Coronary  diseas,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

Other  heart  disease  

* • 

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza  

Pneumonia  ; 

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  s^^stem 

Ulcer  of  staiach  and  duodenum  ..... 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ' 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

C ongeni  t al  mal f ormat  i ons  

Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  

Hanicide  and  operations  of  i:?ar  .... 

6 

TOTAL 
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Deaths  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  During  196*5 


DEAT^rs  fhg:  CiWCEP.  c?  im  bhgkohus  during  the  years  igsR-igi 


1 

YEAR 

LIALS 

1 FEf.,.iAI.S 

i TOTAL 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1.000  POPULATION 

1955 

1 



1 

' 1 

0.28 

1956 

L^,i 

— 



1 

0.13 

1957 

2 

1 

3 

0.43 

1958 

1 

- 

— 

Nil 

1959 

4 

- 

4 

0.57  ^ 

i960 

2 

1 

..  3 

Oi43 

1961 

3 

- 

3 

0.40 

1962 

5 

- 

5 

0.68 

1963 

2 

- 

2 

0.27 

1964 

4 

— 

4 

0.53 

1965 

1 

4 

0.52 

TOTAL 

27  i 

4 1 

3'  J 

^JUSTED  BIRTH  MD  DEATH  RATE  : CavlFAR ABILITY  FACTOR 


Local  birth  rates  are  exrpressed  in  terms  of  population.  These 
populations  are  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  and  canprise  peiv- 
sons  of  ^1  ages,  including  those  who  ha.ve  no  influence  on  the  birth 
rate.  Tnese  latter  do,  however,  affect  the  birth  rate  in  that  a hU 
proportion  of  them  in  a population  tends  to  lower,  and  a small  proper 
tion  tends  to  raise  the  true  rale.  The  size  of  this  proportion  will 
vary  in  different  area^,  <;^d  therefore,  the  elimination  or  standardi- 
zation 01  such  a factor  will  give  a truer  comparison  between  a.reas, 

•/r  Registrar-General  issues  a comparability  factor  on  these  lin 
Multiplication  of  the  crude  birth  rate  of  an  area  by  the  comparabilit 
factor  gives  the  adjusted  birth  rate  and  can  be  compared  with  the  cru 
rate  of  England  and  Wales. 


4.  canparability  factor  for  deaths  is  obtained  in  a similar  way 

to  the  above.  The  f. actors  for  cert.ain  are.as,  where  rapid  increase 
or  reduction  in  the  population  affects  its  caiparison  bv  sex  and  n^e 
groups  are  also  adjusted  on  that  account.  Death  rate  ,^ea  comparar- 
bility  fetors  are  adjusted  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any 
residential  institutions  in  each  ar.^a.  Birth  rale  area,  canparabilit’ 
factors  are  also  adjusted  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  sterile  ' 
populations  in  institutions  for  the  mentally  ill  or  mentally  deficien 


TABLE  SHO/VII'TG  THE  MCRE  IMPORT Ai^  CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  FIBERS  & PERCEl^AC 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Diseases  of  circulatory  system  .. 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Malignant  diseases  

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

Influenza  | ] 

All  other  causes  * ! 


TOTAL 


HO.  OF  DEATIE 

wSs' 


~TW»r 


31 

li 

j 

20 


36 

13 

ll 

14 


PERCENTAGE 


20.00 


40.00 

i8. 


3J3jiMi 

22. 24j 15.57 


sO  ! 90  1 100. 00  [loo.  00  i 


In  1965,  1%  of  all  deaths  fell  under  the  first  three  headings. 
The  comparable  figure  for  1964  w^s  J/ffa  and  for  1963  was  76^. 
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Ca\^PARATIVE  STATISTICS 


TO/SER  OF  ALL  COi^JFIIMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE 
DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURINC  THE  YEAR  1 9 AC  CORD  INC  TO  ACE  AND  SEY 


i i 

AGE  1 MEASLES 

INFECTIODS 

HSPATITIS 

PUERPERAL 

PYREXIA 

Under  1 

M 

Fi  T 

M 

f|  t 

M 

F I T 

il. 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 - j 11 

10 

21 

— 

— 

— 

2 - 

7 

7 

14 

' 

— 

3 - 

8 

8 

•16 

* 

4 - 

19 

s \ 28 

— 

— 

— 

5-9 

40 

27 

■67 

— 

— 

— 

! 

10  - 14 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

^ t 

1 

1 - 

15-24 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25-44 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

45  - 64 

- 

L_  . . 

1 

L . 

— 

r 



65  or  over 

j 

1 

L 

1 

Age  \mknom. 

1 

. 

1 

TOTAL  ! 88  • 

■ 

62  ;150 

- 

1 

U"  ■ ^ 

1 

- ! 2 

2 

88  Males  plus  65  Females  » 153 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURIITC  THE  YEAR,  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  MONTH 
OF  OCCURMNCE 


L 1 

1 January 

MEASLES 

INFECTIOUS 

HEPATITIS 

PUERPER^ 

PYREXIA 

- 

February 

i 1. 

— 

March 

1 

i^ril 

1 

— 

May  ..  ■ 

- 

- 

— 

June 

. 

— 

July 

1 

August 

- 

— 

— 

September 

- 

^ — 

October 

46 

November 

82 

' 

December 

21 

TOTAL 

1 

150 

''  1 

1 

TOTAL  « 153 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

MALES 

! — 

FEtvIxALES 

■■  '1 

. 

Pulmonary 

■ N:n- 

1 Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulrnonary 

1 

TOTAL 

No,  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  31st 
December,  1964 

i 20 



r 

3 

4 

4 

31 

No,  of  cases  added  , 
during  the  ^reax  ' 

H 

2 

k, ^ 

— 

— , ,r 

1 

3 

No,  of  cases  ranoved 
during  the  year 

1 

3 

— 

— 

- T - 

3 

No,  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  31st 
December,  1965  ' 

M 

veD 

3 

1 

» 

5 

1 

31 

! ADDED  TO  THE  REGISTER  | CASES  miCVED  FHQM  .THE  BEGIST2R 


New  notifications 

> 

Recovered 

Inward  transfers 

Died 

L 

2 

Removed  to  other  areas 

1 

TOTAL 

5 

..1  

TOTAL 

^ — - T - ■ 

3 i 

_ j 

CASES  ON  THE  REGISTER,  ACCORDING  TO 
AGE  Al’g)  SEX  AT  '^IST  DECEI-iBER. 


AGE  GROUP 

MALE 

FElvIALE 

> 

TOTAL 

Under  5 years 

K - 

1 

1 

5-14  l^ears 

_ 

r r 

— 

15  - 24  years 

1 

1 ^ 

5 

25  - 44  years 

10 

4 

14 

45  - 64  years 

9 

— 

9 

65  years  and  over 

— 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

; 

22 

. 

9 

31 
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Al'TNUAL  REPORT  OF  T?3; 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR 
12£. 


To 

His  liforsliip  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Beccles  Borough  Council. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report 
since  my  ^pointment  in  Ivl^y  1349  as  the  Council's  Public  Health 
Inspector, 


Public  Health  Acts 

Provision  of  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

This  has  been  one  of  the  Council's  major  pre-occupatiocs  in 
recent  years.  As  a.  result,  several  forraerly  undeveloped  areas 
of  the  Borough  ?oave  been  opened  up  for  housing,  and  the  progressi 
elimination  of  conservancy  systems  in  existing  premises  has  been 
possible. 

There  are  now  only  six  properties  in  the  Borou^  which  have 
not  sewerage  available  to  them;  they  are  in  isolate(^  "fringe" 
positions  where  a considerable  expenditure  would  net  produce  a 
commensurate  irjprovement  in  environmental  conditions. 

Sewage  Disposal 

It  must  be  recorded  with  regret  that  the  sewage  disposal 
system  of  the  Borough  has  remained  unaltered  during  1965* 

It  is  my  duty  again  to  place  on  record  the  vievj  that  it  is 
no  more  than  a huge  uncovered  cesspool,  that  it  acliieves  little 
more  than  the  maceration  of  the  sewage  of  the  Borou^  before 
discharge  into  the  River  Waveney,  and  to  express  the  view  that 
it  is  the  greatest  remaining  single  Public  Health  nuisance  in 
the  Borough, 

Proper  sewage  disposal  is  one  of  the  pillars  on  which  the 
envlrdjnmental  health  services  of  any  community  is  built,  and  it 
is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council's  determination  to 
rectify  this  fundamental  and  urgent  omission  mil  hot  continue 
to  be  frustrated  by  coiditions  outside  its  control. 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  the  responsibility  of 
the  Borough  Engineer,  Mr.  S,C,  Branley,  M, I.M.E, , M, I,H.E, 

A weekly  collection  is  maintained,  and  di^osal  is  by 
controlled  tipping  on  the  Marsh  Estate  of  the  Council,  the 
ultimate  intention  being  the  raising  of  the  level  of  Marshes 
adjoining  the  Corporation  Quay,  and  an  extension  of  the  main 
recreational  area  of  the  Borough, 

Water  Supnlv 

Responsibility  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Borough  was 
transferred  from  the  Council  to  East  Anglian  L'ater  Company  in 
April,  1962,  in  accordance  with  the  Government's  policy  of  amal- 
gamating water  undertakings  into  larger  units. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  record  sincere  ^preciation  of  the  service 
and  co-operation  received  frcm  the  Company, 


The  following  Report  giving  the  information  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  has’ been  received  from  the  Director  and 
General  Manager  (John  M,  Boon  Esq, , F.C.I.S.,  F,I,A,C.)  : 

"The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality 
every^ere  within  Becclas  Borough, 

"Three  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw 
water  from  Barsham  Bores  and  nineteen  examinal ic^is  were  made  of 
the  water  going'  into  supply.  - All  of  these  analyses  gave  satis- 
factory results.  The  result  of  a.  recent  chemical  analysis  of 
the  treated  water  follows.  The  fluoride  content  is  about  0,2 
parts  per  million, 

"The  water  supplied  to  Beccles  does  not  have  a plumbo-solvent 
action  which  would  be  injurious  to  health, 

"No  cases  of  contamination  of  the  water  or  of  the  water 
distributed  to  the  public  arose  during  1965. 

"7/e  have  2,795  domestic  supplies  for  the  population  of 
Beccles  which  we  understand  to  be  about  7>600, 

"There  are  no  supplies  by  means  of  stand-pipes  in  Beccles, " 
Typical  Clwitmical  Analysis 

LINCOLNE  SUTTON  & TOCD  LTD,  Clarence  House, 

6 Clarence  Road, 
NORi-UCH, 


4th  February,  1965. 

Raw 


Appearance 

Copper 

Deposit 

Colour 

Taste 

pH 


clear 

very  faint  trace 

nil 

nil 

satisfactory 

1.3 

Parts  -per  million 


Chloride  as  Chlorine 
Total  Hardness 
Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Free  CaiTbon  Dioxide 
Iron 

Nitrogen 

AmmcnijLCal'’. 

Albuminoid 

Nitrate 

Nitrite 

Probable  No,  of  Coliiorm 
Bacilli  per  100  ml. 


54 

235 

1(D0 

2* 


).24 


0.05 

0,07 

1,06 

Nil 


Nil 


Plate  Count  : 24  hours  at  37°C,  Nil 


The  organic  quality  of  this  wa.ter  is  good  and  its  bacterio- 
logical condition  is  excellent,  'The  chemical  characteristics 
of  this  water  are  well  maintained.  The  trace  of  iron  still 
present  in  the  water  is  insufficient  to  cause  any  trouble.  In 
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oux  opinion,  tliis  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and  general 
purposes. 


for  Lincolne  Sutton  & Wood  Ltd, 
(Signed)  Erie  C,  Wood 


There  has  been  a determined  effort  in  recent  years  by  the 
Council  and  latterly  tho  Water  Company  to  extend  the  a.vailability 
of  piped  water  supplies  in  parallel  with  the  provision  of  sewerage. 
As  a result,  many  grossly  polluted  and  not  readily  accessible  v\;ell 
water  supplies  have  been  abolished,  and  there  remain  only  six 
properties  which  have  not  piped  water  supplies  available. 

As  in  the  case  of  so?jerage,  these  properties  ajre  in  fringe 
situations  some  distance  from  main  supplies.  Since  the  maximum 
sum  an  owner  can  be  required  to  spend  in  this  direction  is  £o0 
(under  theprovisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1561)  there  is  no 
further  kJtion  thai  can  immediately  be  taken  to  improve  the 
position. 

Smoke  Aba.tcment 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  recent  years  in 
securing  the  replacement  of  outmoded  industrial  boilers,  which  not 
only  polluted  the  atmosphere,  -but  were  tliroughly  uneconomic 
excessive  smoke  represents  unconsumed,  and  thus  wasted,  fue 

There  remains  perhaps  one  intermittent  industrial  source  of 
nuisance,  and  a.  co-operative  and  public  spirited  management  has 
agreed  completely  to  renew  the  steam  raising  equipment  of  its 
plant,  which  it  is  hoped  vail  shortly  remedy  this  nuisance, 

Beccles  is  fortunate  in  having  "clean"  industries,  and  , 
managements  who  have  co-opera-ted  with  the  Council  in  maint^ning 
and  improving  that  precious  asset  of  the  Borough  - clean  air. 


i, 


Bathing  Pool 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  a description  of 
the  Bathing  Pool  is  given. 

It  was  built  by  the  Council  in  1959  "to  replace  a riverside 
pool  which  was  merely  a fenced- off  part  of  the  river,  and  in 
consequence  demonstrably  subject  to  pollution 

It  is  situated  in  Pudiingmoor  by  the  Hiver  Waveney  near 
the  centre  of  the  town, ’ measures  100  ft,  x $0  ft.  and  is  3 f't. 
deep  at  the  shallow  end.  There  is  a 12  ft.  diving  pit  at  the 
deep  end-.  It  is  constructed  of  re-inforced  concrete,  finished 
in  blue  enamel,  with  a perimeter  scum  channel.  There  is  concrete 
decking,  with  tixrf  and  flower  beds  surrounding.  There  are  foot- 
baths at  the  entrance  to  the  pool,  and  spectators  are  separated 
from  the  surround  by  a guard  rail.  Electricity  '^nd  mains  water 
supply  are  available. 

The  pool  is  filled  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  by  mains 
water  supply.  Treatment  is  by  filtration,  aeration  cascade  and 
breakpoint  chlorination,  with  chemical  dosage  of  soda  and  alumina 
to  control  pH,  Tho  waier  is  changed  evemy  seven  hours  at  a rate 

of  524’  gallons  per  minute.  "Topping  up"  is  from  tho  mains  water 
supply. 


During  tho  past  year,  a paddling  pool  for  children  was  added 
to  relieve  congestion  at  tho  shallow  end. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  Pool  is  scxnowhat  primitive 
and  the  provision  of  improved  toilet  accommodation  is  the  next 
step  in  the  policy  of  progressive  iniprovarent. 
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Samples  of  ’^ater  Fere  submitted  regularly  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination,  and  '^erc  found  to  be  of  the  c^y 
ajcceptable  standard  - of  the  purity  of  drinking  uater. 

Housing  Acts 

During  the  year,  the  effort  to  improve  housing  conditions 
continued  on  four  fronts  ; 

l)  the  provision  of  ncF  houses 

2}  the  demolition  of  unfit  property 

3)  the  repair  of  defective  houses 

4)  the  improvement  of  fit  houses  lacking 

modem  amenities. 

1)  The  Provision  of  Neu  Houses 

The  Council  completed  six  ne^  dwellings  during  the  3^ar, 

-u  noF  OTms  ^6b  bungaloa-s  and  houses  and  63  flats,  almost  one 
quarter  of  the  2,o20  dwellings  in  the  Borough,  and  is  rightly 
proud  of  its  efforts  in  this  direction  in  the  post-war  years. 

There  has  also  been  a notable  contribution  to  the  raising  of 
standards  by  private  enterprise,  ajid  tlie  building  of  houses  and 
bungalows  for  sale  continues  unahSoted, 

A now  enterprise  during  the  year  has  been  the  building  by  the 
Council  of  bungalows  for  s.ale.  chiefly  to  newly-' eds,  on  the 
former  prefab  estate  a,t  Clerk's  Piece,  It  will  be  of  great 
interest  to  see  how  this  well  worth-while  social  experiment  works 
in  practice.  It  may  well  be  that  it  will  be  a pointer  to  a.  new 
role  by  the  Council  in  housing  - thaf  of  giving  e^/ery  possible 
help  to  young  married  couples  to  be  independent  and  o ii  their  om 
homes,  rather  thm  providing^  houses  for  them  to  rent. 

The  Housing  Officer  (Mr.  J. A,  Scettrino)  reports  that  at 
the  end  of  1965>  there  were  141  applicants  for  Council  accommodation, 
and  that  they  were  being  re-housed  approximately  two  and  a half 
years  a^ter  making  application. 

2)  The  Demolition  of  Unfit  Frewertv 

Nine  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
during  the  year,  the  position  since  slum  clearance  was  resumed 
after  the  war  being  as  follows  ;- 

Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure  under  the  Housing 


Acts  72 

Houses  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders 
vacated  but  not  demolished  I4 

Condemned  houses  still  occupied  12 

Closing  Orders  on  parts  of  buildings  4 


102 

The  demolition  of  unfit  property  has  often  been  the  fuse 
which  has  set  in  motion  some  nct?Tble  improvements,  for  example, 
the  building  of  new  shops,  the  provision  of  caj  parks  in  Hungato 
Lane  and  Newgate,  the  extension  of  the  General  Post  Office,  the 
enlargement  of  tne  caravan  park,  and  the  improvement  of  road 
junctions. 

This  is  pleasing  for  so  often,  ijnless  the  Local  Authority 
is  aware  of  the  danger,  th?!  sites  of  demolished  houses  can  develop 
into  disfiguring  unofficial  rubbish  dumps. 
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3)  The  Repair  of  Tafeoti-tre  Hcases 

Notices  '7ere  served  on  the  o-^ners  of  34  houses  requiring  the 
rectification  of  housing  defects,  end  it  ttcs  possible  to  secure 
compliance  adthout  resorting  to  statutory  action, 

4)  The  iKiDrcvement  of  Fit  Houses  Lacking  Modern  Amenities 

The  very  generous  provisions  encabling  grants  to  be  paid  to 
the  OTTners  of  houses  needing  anieniti  ^s  such  as  a constant  supply 
of  hot  abater  or  a bathroan,  resulted  in  tv/elve  houses  being 
improved  by  "Standard’^  grants,  and  thirteen  by  "Discretionary" 
grants. 

It  is  perhaps  to  be' regretted  that  they  were  mostly  in  respec 
of  o^'.ner  occupied  houses. 

Summary  of  the  Housing  Posit  ion 

It  is  hard  to  overstate  the  importance  of  a good  home  back- 
ground on  the  physical  and  mental  well  being,  both  of  the  individu 
and  the  community. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  continued  raisim  of  housing  stan- 
dards, and  the  abatement  of  overcrci/Uding  in  the  Borough,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  "dth  a,  population  of  and  2,820 

inhabited  houses,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  household  is 
now  only  2,7. 

There  are  no  "slums"  in  the  Borough  in  the  generally  accepted 
sense  of  that  rather  imprecise  word.  There  are  several  cottages 
of  great  age  with  limited  facilities,  generally  with  elderly 
occupants  of  lengthy  tenancy.  The  obstacle  to  the  abolition  of 
those  houses  is  the  natural  attachment  of  the  occupiers  to  their 
familiar  background,  and  their  very  real  fear  of  being  compelled 
to  move  to  strange  surroundings  at  a greatly  increased  rent. 

The  Council,  quite  rightly  in  my  opinion,  has  always  been 
very  anxious  to  avoid  the  arrogant  approach  - "\7e  know  better  then 
you  what’s  good  for  you," 

Common  Lodging  House 

The  only  common  lodging  house  in  the  Borough  was  closed 
sane  years  ago,  and  has  recently  been  demolished. 

There  is  one  house  in  multiple  occupation  in  respect  of  part 
of  which,  Closing  Orders  have  been  served  in  an  effort  to  improve 
credit  ions. 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

There  were  three  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in'  the  Borough 
at  the  beginning  of  1965;  one  closed  during  the  year. 

One  of  the  two  remaini^  is  attached  to  a local  butchery 
business.  It  y;as  greatly  improved  and  extended  as  a result  of 
the  passing  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  195 8^  includes  adequate 
cold  storage  facilities,  and  has  given  no  cause  for  anxiety  during 
the  ye.ar. 

The  second  is  a large  Ab^^'ttoir,  serving  not  only  Boccles,  but 
depots  and  shops  threu^out  this  Country  and  the  Continent,  It 
was  built  in  1958  and  is  a source  of  justifiable  pride  to  its 
omers. 

As  a result  of  the  establishment  of  this  Aba.ttoir,  meat 
inspection  has  been  a heavy  burden  on  the  Council’s  staff.  It  is 
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a duty  vhicli  ali^rays  has  been  taken  seriousl^T-,  for  meat  and  meat 
products  njre,  of  course,  among  the  most  frequent  causes  of  food 
borne  illness,  and  no  amount  of  subsoauent  care  can  rectify 
anissions  during  its  preparation. 

During  the  year,  53 >377  animals  were  si, aught ered  and  inspected 
in  the  Borough,  an  increase  of  about  ^Qfjo  on  the  preceding  year’s 
figure  of  J)J,2b2,  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  past  10 
years,  there  has  been  a,  more  than  five-fold  increase  in  inspections 

performed. 

Meat  inspection  wgis  carried  out  on  alternate  weeks  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  ■^nd  one  of  the  Council’s  part-time 
Veterinary  Officer  Meat  Inspectors,  The  Council  was,  as  a result, 
in  the  position  of  having  a halftime  Public  Health  Inspector  for  all 
duties  other  than  meat  inspection. 

The  progressive  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  to  be  in- 
spected, and  the  more  exacting  requirements  of  the  Mea.t  Inspection 
Regulations  1963>  meant  that  neither  thi.'  meat  inspection  nor  the 
other  duties  were  being  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Health  Department  staff.  The  Council  has  therefore  decided  on 
a redeployment  which  will  Improve  the  situation. 


The  following  are  the  statistical-details  of  meat  inspection 
carried  out,  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 


Cattle 

No. 

killed  6,803 

Calves 

Sheep 

656 

Pigs 

45,473 

Total 

53,377 

No. 

inspected  6,803 

445 

656 

45,473 

53,377 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cvsticerci 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Vi/hole  carcases  condemned 

66 

16 

9 

259 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,847 

2 

11 

2,541 

Percentage  of  the  number 
.inspected  affected  with 
‘disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis or  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  onlv 

28.  If^ 

4.0^ 

5.^» 

Nhole  carcases  condemned 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

30 

— . 

— 

138 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

• 49f» 

.45f^ 

.25f, 

Cvsticercv.>fe:4s 

Carcases  sutmitted  for 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Gener-olised  and  totally 

condemned  — — 

The  figures  of  tuberculosis  in  bovines,  although  very  low 
compared  with  only  a few  years  ago,  are  inflated  by  the  fact  that 
the  Abattoir  at  Beccles  is  approved  for  the  reception  of  animals 
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ro-acting  positively  to  ante-mortem  testing.  All  the  tuhercnlosis 
found  in  bovincs  Y/as  in  animals  sent  for  slaughter  because  they 
r;ere  suspected  on  ante-mortem  testing  to  be  infected  v^lth  tuber- 
culosis. 

Other  Foods 

Approximately  15O  items  of  other  foodstuffs  "ere  voluntarily 
surrendered  during  the  year,  and  whore  appropriate,  were  certified 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption, 

PiSTDosal  of  Unsounc  Food 

ThiG  great  majority  of  unsound  meat  is  converted  at  very  high 
temperature  into  animal  feed  or  fertiliser  at  the  By-Products 
Plant  which  operates  in  conjunction  ^^dth  the  Abattoir  in  Common 
Lane  North. 


Certain  organs  are  kept  in  a cold  store  under  lock  and  key 
for  use  for  pharmaceutical  purposes. 

Other  unsound  food  is  burned,  and  the  residue  buried  on  the 
Council's  refuse  tip. 


Food  Preparing  Promises 

The  Food  I^gicno  (Caneral)  Regulations  I960 

The  following  are  the  details  of  Food  H'^ndling  premises  in 
the  Borough  required  by  the  Ministr^r  of  Health  : 


% 

Type  of  Premises 


Premises  fitted  Premises  to 
to  conply  fdth  which  Reg,  19 
Reg,  16  applies 

(wash  basins) (sinks) 


Premises 
fitted  to 
CQcply  with 

n ,, 


Butchers 

12 

12 

Grocers 

36 

36 

Cafes,  Hotels,  etc. 

13 

13 

Public  Houses 

21 

21 

Fish  and  Chip 
Shops 

4 

4 

Fishmongers 

2 

2 

Bakers 

8 

8 

12 

13 

21 


8 


Most  food  preparing  premises  were  visited  during  the  year, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  intensify  this  ^'ork  during  the  coming  year. 


Offices.  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  198'^ 


It  must  be  frankly  admitted  that  it  was  possible  during  the 
year  to  do  little  more  than  a token  inspection  of  premises  in  the 
Borough  affected  by  this  Act, 

Partially  on  that  account,  the  Council  has  decided  on  the 
redeployment  of  its  staff  earlier  referred  to,  and  it  can  be 
anticipated  thal  it  will  be  possible  satisfactorily  to  enforce  the 
Act  in  the  caning  year. 


Rodent  Control 

The  Council  employes  one  full-time  rodent  operator,  who  also 
deals  with  the  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  premises,  wasp, 
mosquito  and  other  pest  control,  the  unblocking  of  drains  of 
indeterminate  ownership,  and  the  many  other  miscellaneous  matters 
which  continually  arise  in  every  Public  Health  Department. 


Factories  Act  1961 

The  following  are  details  of  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act  in  the  Borou^,  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health 
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PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 



Inspect  ions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

i.  Factories  in  uhich 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

* 

2 

- 

- 

ii.  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  v;hich  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

60 

72 

- 

- 

iii.  Other  premises  in 
^liich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-r7orkers  * premises) 

" 

- 

TOTAL 

, r 

61  ! 74 

t 

- 

— 

2,  Cases  in  v;hich  defects  ?iere  found 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
werejLound _ . 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H/H,  By  H,M, 
Inspector!  Ins;^ector 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

. . _i_  1 II 

V^ant  of  Cleanr- 
liness  (S.l) 

■ 

1 

» 

! 

- 

Overcrorxiing 

(S.2) 

— 

i 

1 

i 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

“ 

j 

_ : 
t 

— 

- 

Inadequate  ven- 
tilation (S.4. ) 

— 

i 

~ ! 

- 

Ineffective, 
drainage  of' 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

“ i ■ 

i 

— 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7) 

a.  Insufficient 

b.  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

c.  Not  sep.arate 
for  sexes 

1 

! 

~ 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

1 

' — 

1 H 

a 

1 

1 

' 

TOTAL  i - 

! 

i 

1 
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PART  VI IT  OF  THE  ACT 


OutTOrk  (Sections  133  134) 

There  rrere  seven  outworkers,  ^11  engaged  on  the  mal-cing  of 
wearing  apparel. 

There  were  no  coses  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the 
Council,  and  no  instances  of  work  in  umvholesane  premises. 


June,  1966 


E.H.  CRAliffiR 
Public  Health  Inspector 


1 


